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In the late 1960s, Afrika Bambaataa 
recognized that breakdancing was 
not just a form of dance. He saw it 

as a means to an end. Today it is a means 
of expression for people all around the 
world. Tiger Shroff shares his love for 
dance, and the man that inspired his 
moves, with Hobbyist World.

Q.How do you take out time to pursue 
your hobby?

A.Luckily for me, my hobby is my job so 
it’s all the same for me.

Q.What’s your favourite form of dance?

A.Out of everything I’ve tried, my 
favourite form of dance definitely has to 
be breakdancing.

Q.What form of dance did you start off 
with?

A.Since I’m a huge Michael Jackson fan, 
I started off with his style, which is a 
combination of pop-lock, boogaloo and 
some freestyle.

Q.What gives you inspiration?

A.Micheal Jackson is my biggest dance inspiration, 
and my family inspires me to be better.



Q.Why do you think it’s important to have 
a hobby? 

A. For me, it’s important to have a hobby 
because it keeps me happy, in a good state 
of mind, and because its a part of my job, 
its a productive hobby, while also being 
one I love doing.

Q.What has been your most challenging dance 
routine?

A.My most challenging dance routine up until 
now has been a song I had to dance to in my 
newest film Student of the Year 2.

Q.Who has been your favourite dance partner?

A.I don't know about my favourite dance partner, 
but the person I've enjoyed dancing with the most 
has been my dance mentor, Paresh Shirodkar.

The History of Breakdance

Breakdancing is a form of street dance that 
incorporates intricate body movements, 
coordination, style, and aesthetics. Breakdance 
is the oldest known hip-hop style of dance. It is 
believed to have originated in the Bronx, New 
York, in the 1970s. Musical inspirations date 
back to the energetic ASSperformances of funk 
maestro, James Brown.
In the early days of deejaying, emceeing, and 
breakdancing, a break- the instrumental part of 
a song that is looped repeatedly by the DJ- was 
typically incorporated into songs to allow a 
showcase of breakdance moves. Afrika Bambaataa 
formed one of the earliest dance crews, the 
Zulu Kings. The Zulu Kings gradually developed 
a reputation as a force to be reckoned with in 
breakdancing circles. Rock Steady Crew, arguably 
the most important breakdancing collective in 
hip-hop history, added innovative acrobatic moves 
to the art. Breaking evolved from simple headspins 
and backspins to sophisticated power moves.
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RIGHT ON CUE
The history of billiards

The History of billiards is long and 
very rich. The game has been played 
by kings and commoners, presidents, 

mental patients, ladies, gentlemen, and 
hustlers alike. It evolved from a lawn 
game similar to the croquet played some 
time during the 15th century in Northern 
Europe and probably in France. Play moved 
indoors to a wooden table with green cloth 
to simulate grass, and a simple border was 
placed around the edges. The balls were 
shoved, rather than struck, with wooden 
sticks called "maces." The term "billiard" 
is derived from French, either from the 
word "billart", one of the wooden sticks, 
or "bille", a ball. One such person who 
enjoys the sport is Vijay Wanchoo, the Senior 
Executive Vice President of Imperial Hotels, 
and hobbyist billiards player.

Q. When and how did you start playing 
billiards?

 
A. I first picked up the cue in 1977 in Simla. 
This was while I was undergoing training at a 
hotel there. I learnt from a friend who knew 
the game and picked up the basics in about an 
hour.
 
Q. What is the difference between pool, 
billiards and snooker?
 
A. Pool is the Americanised version of 
Snooker. It is played on a smaller table, 
generally about 8 ft x 4 feet
Billiards and snooker are played on a big table 
6 ft x 12 ft.
Billiards is played with three balls- one red 
and two whites. One of the white is spotted 
to show the difference as the person who 
starts the game.
Snooker is played with 15 Reds, one each of 
Black (7 points), Pink (6), Blue (5), Brown 
(4), Green (3) and Yellow (2).
 
Q. Where would one go to play?
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A. There are several Snooker and Billiards parlours in most 
cities and are generally available. Most high-end clubs have 
tables.
 
Q. How difficult is billiards?
 
A. Billiards, snooker and pool are three games besides golf 
in which you hit a still ball. In all other games, you hit a 
moving ball. Hence, billiards is a technical game and you 
need immense practice. You need a good Marker to train 
you. The key is practice. First, get the basics then move 
forward from that.
 
Q. How would one go about learning billiards?
 
A. Like I said above, get hold of a good marker. A marker 
is an experienced man who also takes care of the tables by 
regularly cleaning and ironing them. Once you learn the 
basics then there should be a continuous practice.
 
Q. What is your favourite thing about billiards?
   
A. The best thing about billiards is that it relaxes you. Mind 
you, there is a lot of walking to be done, so it is also a bit 
strenuous. However, this game can be played at any time of 
the day. the other aspect is that it is a mind game. The more 
relaxed you are, the better you will play. I also love the 
quality of this sport as it is indeed a royal
game/ a gentleman’s game.

Q. Can you tell us something about billiards that people 
may not know?
 
A. Billiards was invented in India by army cadets in Ooty. 
From here it went to the UK where it was converted to

snooker by cadets. Cadets were also 
called ‘snooker’, hence the name.The 
first billiards table in the world is still 
there at The Gymkhana in Ooty. The 
table is made of a wooden frame, them 
slates are placed at the base and then the 
baize cloth is placed. Sounds simple to 
not very simple.

Q. What’s one piece of advice you’d give 
to someone taking up the sport?
 
A. 
• Look for a good club.
• Check out the background of the 

marker. The older the better.
• Buy a cue. These vary from Rs 3,000 

to 50,000.
• Buy a cue as per your height and 

weight so there is a balance.
• Spend time practising the basics. 
• Once a bit better spend more time.
• Enjoy the royal game. 
• Happy Cueing
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SOAR THE 
SKIES

At some point in our lives, most of us have wished we could fly, but modern day science 
hasn’t yet invented a personal mechanical strap-on set of wings that’ll let us soar the skies. 
Skydiving is the closest we’ve come to actually fly, but what about the people that don’t 

have an aeroplane to jump out of? The ultimate fly-like-a-bird sport of paragliding. 
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Where you can glide?

One of the most popular hill stations in the 
country, Manali is also known for the possibilities 
it offers to paraglide enthusiasts. Besides the 
breath-taking landscape, Manali has some great 
slopes such as those of the Solang Valley, which 
facilitate a perfect take-off.
Kamshet is yet another beautiful place to 
experience the paragliding in India. Located in the 
Pune district of Maharashtra, it is approximately 
100 km from Mumbai and 50 km from Pune city. 



Vagamon is a quaint hill station in Kerala 
surrounded by some of the most beautiful 
scenery and offers various adventurous sports, 
paragliding being one of the most famous. 
Moreover, it is one of the most beautiful places 
where you can go for paragliding in India. 

Safety Guaranteed

Paragliding basically requires a good sense 
of judgement. The most important points 
to keep in mind during the training session, 
are to listen to all instructions given and use 
safety equipment and helmets. Although most 
institutions use the best equipment for training 
purposes, make sure you get your equipment 
checked before taking flight.
In case you are using your own equipment, 
make sure to keep it in the best condition 
possible. Check the wing and replace it before 
it becomes dangerous and non-functional. The 
harness and reserve of the paraglider can last 
you a lifetime if you take proper care.
Paragliding schools will be able to provide 
you with an Internationally recognized APPI 
(Association Of Professional Pilots and 
Instructors) Pilot License after completing your 
certification.

OPEN THE 
WINGS OF 
FREEDOM 
& MAKE 

YOUR DREAM 
TRUE OF THE 

FLYING IN 
THE AIR. 
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Don’t be fooled by the elegance and 
artistry – synchronised swimming, 
combining acrobatics, swimming and 

dance, is one of the toughest disciplines of them 
all, demanding high levels of stamina, athleticism 
and lung capacity. Originally known as “water 
ballet”, synchronised swimming first emerged 
at the beginning of the 20th century, when an 
Australian swimmer, Annette Kellerman, toured 
the USA performing water acrobatics in a glass 
tank.
Chicago-based swimming coach Katharine 
Curtis came up with the idea to combine 
water acrobatics with music, with her students 
performing at the 1933-34 Chicago “Century of 
Progress” Fair, where the announcer, Olympic 
swimming gold medallist Norman Ross, coined 
the term “synchronised swimming”. The sport 
was taken to an even wider audience in the 1940s 
and early 1950s, as American swimmer and 
actress Esther Williams starred in a series of “aqua 

UNDERWATER
BALLET
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musicals”, which featured elaborate 
synchronisedswimming performances. At 
around the same time, the discipline itself was 
developing further thanks to a set of rules which 
added a competitive element.

Competitive Synchronised Swimming

Synchronised swimming demands advanced 
water skills, requires great strength, endurance, 
flexibility, grace, artistry and precise timing, as 
well as exceptional breath control when upside 
down underwater. Competitors show off their 
strength, flexibility, and aerobic endurance 



required to perform difficult routines. 
Swimmers perform two routines for judges, 
one technical and one free, as well as age group 
routines and figures. Synchronized swimming is 
both an individual and team sport. Swimmers 
compete individually during figures, and then as 
a team of skills and positions that often require 
control, strength, and flexibility. The routine 
involves teamwork and synchronisation. It is 
choreographed to music and often has a theme.
Since the 20th century, synchronised swimming 
has predominantly been considered a women's 
sport, with the Summer Olympics only 
featuring women's duet and team events. 
However, international, national and regional 
competitions may allow men to compete, 
and recently a new mixed duet competition 
was indroduced at the 2015 World Aquatics 
Championships.
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NETFLIX &  
CHILL
With the mercury rising outside, all anyone wants to do is stay in an air-conditioned room, 
inside. But staying at home can be a drag when you have nothing better to do. Worry not, because 
Hobbyist World is here to save the day. If you have an internet connection, you won’t be bored 
again.

RUSSIAN 
DOLL (Netflix)
Russian Doll on Netflix takes 
the right amount of time to 
be perplexing but when the 

clues start coming, it crackles 
and sparkles. This is a must 

see.

IT’S ALWAYS 
SUNNY IN 

PHILADELPHIA 
(Hotstar)

If you like shows that push the 
boundaries of comedy, you 
should watch this show. It's 

amazing how they could make 
such unlikeable characters 

likeable and funny. It isn't for 
everybody, but if you like dark 

comedies, should give this show 
a try.

GAME OF 
THRONES 
(Hotstar)

Game of Thrones centres 
around about a dozen or so 
main characters, although 
some are more interesting 

than others, the depth of each 
of the characters in grander 

than almost anything you will 
see. The show is engaging 

enough that you'll never want 
to miss a detail.
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ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT  
(Netflix)

It’s a weird show, with a new trick up its sleeve. Jason 
Bateman delivers a mind-blowing performance as 

Michael Bluth, who loves his son more than anything 
and always feels like he’s just helping his family out 
of messes. Will Arnett does an amazing job playing 
Michael Bluth’s mostly awful magician of a brother, 

Gob. David Cross plays Michael’s Brother-in-Law, an 
aspiring actor with no talent, and no chance of being 
anything but “Frightened Inmate Number Two.” There 

are many other amazing performances in the show, 
with a mix of drama, romance and comedy blending 
into a show that 100% deserves all the awards it has 

received.

BLACK MIRROR 
(Netflix)

The series is a tapestry of futuristic and 
modern-day stand-alone tales that are 
thrilling, perplexing, crisp and full of 
satire. Using technology as a source of 

paranoia, the stories explore the collective 
anxious state of mind of the world. Each 
story features its own cast of prodigious 
and mystifying characters. The plots for 

each episode are clever, unique, thought-
provoking, insightful, duplicitous, cathartic 
and have stunning endings. It’s a refreshing 
look at how technology can turn on society 

when in today’s world people feel like 
they’re missing out on or aren’t part of 

something bigger if they’re not participating 
in some form of social media. The series 
also scrutinizes technology turning on 

itself, humans using technology to turn on 
each other and humans using technology to 
turn on themselves. This is a one of a kind, 
captivating, mesmerizing and memorable 

series.

SCHITT’S CREEK (Netflix)
Do not let the name put you off- it really develops into 

the characters and not the name of the town.  Like a 
fine wine, it gets better and better.    

Vol. 3     May 2019 IssueHOBBYIST WORLD

10



FARGO
(Netflix)

To call Fargo a pleasant surprise is an understatement. 
By far the greatest achievement is the superb casting 
and plotting. The universe of compelling characters 

initially takes a similar plot to the motion picture, yet 
with each successive season increases into something 
arguably greater and more absorbing than the Coen 
Brothers classic. It also lovingly references a lot of 

the Coen’s films through its subtle use of music, dark 
humour and creative cinematography.

THE OFFICE 
(Amazon Prime 

Video)
Who would’ve thought that a TV show 

revolving around the lives of office 
employees working in a paper company, 

would bring so much joy to my life? 
The Office is probably one of the best 
t.v shows I have ever watched, due to 
its quirky humour and very endearing, 

memorable characters.

AMERICAN GODS 
(Amazon Prime 

Video)
American Gods is absolutely brilliant in it's 
handling of ancient Norse lore and Gaiman 

really knows how to mix it up with our 
current religions and asking, what if they 

were real? What would they be doing now? 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
(Amazon Prime Video)

If you like The Office, you'll love this. You'd never 
think that a show could be funnier than anything with 
Dwight in it, but I was wrong! The first season isn't 
perfect, so stick with it, it'll get better. Overall, this 
show has laughs, love, and a lot of feels and great for 

anyone looking for a feel-good comedy.
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